, ¥ememiberiby” then my own

f the back stalrway I

\ t con with the

yet wisl at the

‘of the houn. and fin discov-

; & bathroom which afforded facill
ties for cleansing my flesh wounds
sd making my gemeral appearance
ré preséntable. 1 found 1 could do

fo lmprove the coniditlon of my

ll. but after making such

P

Pl i

j;.. Gentle Mand Waa Stroking Back
~ the Hair From Off My Temples.
thoy

for the better as were pos-

; Woaking the clotted blood from
bair, and washing the powder

u8 from ‘my face, I felt I should
prove an object of aversion

the critical eyes of the women,

ce from the window told me

ral cavalrymen were bearing

‘dead and depositing them be-

of the house in the desert

‘cabins., Ebers and one or

of my own men were standing

, carefully scanning the uncovered

a8 they were borne past, while

! of couaversation overheard

ght the information that the long

room where I had passed the

on guard had been converted in-
temporary hospltal.

¢ n8 to my next action, I

out into the upper hall. It was

led and strangely sllent, seem:

far removed from all those ter-

s sosnes so lately enacted in the

' beneath. My head by this time

ed with pain; I desired to be

think, 0 mep out my future

before prooceading down the

to meet the others. With this

I pank down I(n complete

¥ upon & convenient set-

My beavy bead sank back

the arm of the settee, and

. sleop closed my eyes. [t

In my dreams I felt it frst—a

s — I lmagined | was a
pnos more, back at the old home,
d by the soft hand of my moth-
'ﬁ consciousness slowly re-

temples, while the

my eyelids rovealed

' & dark biue akirt pressing

llﬂ. Instantly | realized

1 the wearer, and remalned

mless until 1 could better con
my frsl unwise (mpulse.

ppoke no word, and 1 cautiously

il my oyes and glanced up luto

face, For a time she remuined

# of my awakening, and =sat

Il.lult.ly stroking my forehead,

gaze fixed musingly upon the

ow at the farther end of the hall.

pubtless she had been sitting thus

‘some time, and had become ab-

d In her own reflections, for I

ﬁan drinking in her beauty for

4 | moments before she chanced

downward and observe that

‘awake, I think the very in

of my gase awnkenad her from

for she turned almost with

it and looked down upon me. AR

f oyes met, & warm wave of color

d her throat and cheeks crimson.

phe exclaimed In momentary

. "1 supposed I ghould know

you awoke, and have ample

b escape unobserved. 1 dls-

) you lying here. You were

ng very uncomfortably when I

mme, and I felt it my duty to

Your position an easy as pos-

did mot forget that your fa-

“Shae Is In Rlehmonl, stopping with
friends, but since my capturs we have
lost all trace o:.uch . T wan
reported as having been killed in ac-
tion, and 1 doubt If she even :nt
knows the truth, E‘nqtfn
so coufused in the Qut
it 1s impossible to any
ame not directly connected with the
army, once you lose exact knowledge
of thelr whereabouts.™

“Your father, then, is dead?"

“He ylolded his life the first year
of the war: and our plantation mear
Charlottesville has been constantly in
the track of the armies. Obe rather
important battle, Indéed, was fought
upon it, so you may realize that It Is
now desolate and utterly unfit for hab-
[tation."

“The house yet standa?™

“The chimney and one wall alone re-
mained when I was last there,” I re-
plied, glad of the interest she exhib-
Ited. “Fortunately two of the negro
cabilne were yet standing. Doubtless
these will form the nucleus of our
home when the war censes; they
will prove a trifle better than the
mere sky."

“The south s certainly paylng a ter-
rible price for rebellion” she sald so
berly, her fine eves flled with tears. 1
am sure | have tarried bere quite as
long as [ should, now that I can be of
no further sarvice'

As she gathered her skirts In her
hand preparatory to descending the
stalrs, | ylelded to temptation and
stopped her. Right or wrong I must
yet have ons word more.

“T beg of you do not desert me 80

soon.  This may prove our final meet-
Ing—indeed, 1 Tear it must be; sure
ly, then, it need not be so brief a
one?

“Our final meeting?"

8he echoed my words as though
scarcely comprehending their mean-
ing.

“Yes,” [ sald, rining and standing be-
fore her. “How can we hope it aball
be otherwise? I am not free to re
main here, even were it best for other
reasons, for | am a soldier under or-
ders. You undoubtedly will proceed
north at the earilest possible moment
There is scarcely a probabllity that in
the great wide world we shall meet
again.*

“The war will soon be over; perhaps
then you may come north also."

“T wearcely expect to do so. My
work then will be to join with my com-
rades in an effort to rebulld the shat-
tered fortunes of Virginin. When the
lines of lives diverge so widely as
ours must, the chances are Indeed few
that they ever meet agaln."

“But surely you can remain here un-
til we leave?" she questioned, evident.
Iy striving not to reveal the depth
of interest she felt in the declsion. "“Tt
will not be until tomorrow that all de-
tails are arranged 80 as to permit of
our departure. T had supposed you
would certainly be with us untll then™

“NMra. Brennan!" 1 exclaimed al
most passionately, “do not tempt me!
Your wish {8 a temptation moat diffi-
cult to resist.”

“Why resalst, then?"*

She did not look at me but stood
twisting & handkerchlef nervously
through her fingers. The abrupt ques-
tion startled me almost into full con-
fession, but fortunately my eves
chanced to fall upon her wedding-ring,
and Instantly I erushed the mad words
back into my throat.

“Hecause |t 1s right,” L replied slow-
Iy, fealing each sentence as & death-
blow. "“For me to remain can mean
only one thing. For that I pm ready
enough, if 1 thought you desired it, but
| dare not choose such a course my-
self."

You speak in riddles, What is the
one thing?"

“A personal meeting with Major
Brennan.”

The high color deserted her cheeks,
and her eyes met mine in sudden In-
quiry. "Oh, no, no!" she exclalmed
with energy. “You and Frank must
naver meet fm that way. You mean
& duel?

1 bowed gravely. “I was permitted
to ald In defense of this house only
by pledging myself to Major Brennan
aftarwards”

“But why need it be—at least now
that you have stood together as com-
rades?”

“l fear,” I said quietly, “that faot
will mot count for much. We both
fought Inspired by your presence.”

“Mina!” T hardly knew how to In.
terpret her tone.

“Certainly; you cannot be Ignorant
that Major Erennan's dlslike In based
upon your friendshlp for me.

“But there s no reason” she stam-
mered. '"He has no cause—"

“His reason 1 must leave him to ex.
nlnl.n "1 interrupted, to rellave her c'!‘l

“Yai" slowly, but nlhﬁi W of-
fort to releass her hands. “Yet Is no
other escape possible?

None withln my knowledge."

“And you must got*

“l must go—unless you bid me
atay.”

“Ohb, 1 cannot; 1 cannot at such a

body tremble with the intensity of hor
emotion. *“But, Captain Wayne, our
friendship surely need not be severed
now for ever? | cannot bear to think
that it should be. 1 am mo cold, heart-
less Ingrate, and shall mever forget
what you have d to aerva me, 1
value every sacrifice you have made
on my behalt. Let us Indeed part
sow if, As you say, It must be 80;
yot surely there are happler days In
store for both of us—days when the
men of this nation will not wear differ-
ent uniforms and deem it manly to
fght and ki)l each other.”

“The great struggle will certainly
cease, possibly within a very [few
weeks," 1 anawered, greatly moved by
her earnestneds, “but 1 fear the men
engaged in It will remaln much the
#ame In thelr antures however they
may dress, 1 can only say this: Were
the path clear, I would surely find you,
no matter where you were hidden."”

“How terrible it is that & woman
must ever choose between such evils”
she sald almost bitterly. *““The heart
says ope thing and duty another all
through life, It seems to me. [ have so
much of suffering In these luat few
months, so much of heartless cruelly,
that 1 cannot bear to be the caune of

cost!” she cried, and I could fesl hlr|

ST e
mt there will be l‘lulr times up
your way."”

“Ye kin jist bet thar will" en-
thusiastically, "It'H be nlp and tuck,
1 reckon, but I'm mighty hopeful o

| Mariar. m‘ll'lllldhllodlhﬂ‘

be took down a peg."”

“Sergeant,” I sald, “did you send out
& party to bring in our horses and the
sabers?’

vos found und der swords'

“How many men have we lost?

“Der vob five kilt, Captaln; dot vos
It, I vos hit mit der ear off; Bandn
Is goin' to dle, und maybe Hiliott vill
not get some better; some odders vos
harted.”

“How many men does that leave un
it for duty?" I asked decisively, push-
Mg back my plate and rising from the
table.

“Ders vos twelve, Caplain, mit me.”

“That will do,” 1 sald. “In half an
hour from now have the men ready
for the rond,” and I turned and left the
room.

We must depart at once. More than
sver now 1 reallsed the necessity
haste. | boped to meet the officer com-
manding the Federal detachment who
bad come to our ald, pay him the cus-
tomary marks of respect, and get
away without again coming In contact
with Major Breanan. | felt myself
plodged to this courss of action.

A sentry stationed in the lower hall-
way Informed me the officers wers
mezging together in the front parlor,
and | at once headed that way. |

any more. You and Major Brennan
must not meet; but, Captain Wayne, I |
will not belleve that we are to part |
thus forever,”

"Do you mean that I am to seek you
when the war closes?

“There will be no time when I shall |
not most gladly welcome you." |
“Your home?” 1 asked, wondering
still if she could mean all that her
wards lmplied. ‘1 have never known
where you resided in the north."
“Stonington, Conn." Bhe smiled at
me through the tears yet cling-
Ing to her long lashes, “You may
naver come, of course; yet ! shall
always feel now that perhaps you will;
and that s not lke & finkl goodby,
is 1t

I bowed above ‘ihe hands 1 held,
and presped my lips upon them, For
the moment [ duret not speak, and
then—a volee suddenly sounded In the
ball below:

“l am greatly obliged to you, Mias
Mipor; ahe 1s probably lying down.
1 will run up and call her"

We started as If rudely awakened
from a dream, while a sudden expres-
sion of fright awept across her face.
“Oh, do not meet him' she begged
pitecusly. “For my sake do not re
main here.”

“] will go down the back stairway.”
1 returnnd hastily, “but do you Indeed
mean {t? May [ come to you?”
“Yen, yes; but pray go now!"
Unable longer to reatrain myself, 1
clasped her to me, held her for one
brief instant etralned to my breast,
kissed her twiee upon lips which had
ne opportunity for refusal

“This world |8 not so wide but that
somewhers in it I shall again find the
one woman of my heart,” 1 whispered
passionately, and was gone,

CHAPTER XXXIV.
A Plan Miscarried.

1 rememberad as 1 hurried down the

back stairway ber flushed face, but
could recall no look of Indignant pride
in those clear eyes whose pleasant
memory baunted me. BShe loved me;
of this I now felt doubly assured, and
the knowledge munde my heart light,
even while I dreaded the conséquences
to us hoth.
I stepped out into the kitchen and
came to & sudden pause, facing a table
laden with such a wvariety and abun-
dance of food as had been strange to
me for many a long day. Directly op-
posite, a napkin tocked beneath his
double 3hin, his plate piled high with
good things, sat Ebers, while at either
end I beheld Mr. and Mrs. Bungay sim-
{larly situnted. The astonishment of
our meeting geemed mutunl, The Ser-
geant, apparently feellng the necesaity
of explanation, wiped his mouth 8o
berly.

"] voa yoost goin' to il me op mit
der dings like a good soldler, Captain,”
he sald In anxiely.

“No doubt; well, I am rather hungry
myself, Mrs. Bungay, In memory of
ald Umes cannol you spare me aplate?
If so, T will take pleasure In joining
your happy company. Thank you, 1
ieées you have found your man.”

“I hava thet, sir,” she anawered,
grimly, "an' I reckon ns how he's 1lke-
ly ter stay et huny arter thls”

“But you forget he i my gulde,” 1
protested, not disinclined to test heor
temper, “SBurely, Mrs. Bungay, you
would not deprive the South of hia val.
unble gervicea?”

“An' wouldn't 1, now? An' dido't
thet little whifit promise me long
ufore he ever did you uns? ,Aln't he
my nat'ral protector? Whut's a lone
female a goin' ter dew yere In ther
mountingy wi'out no man?’ 1

“Come, Jod, what do you say? Are
you tired fighting the battles of tho[
Confederncy, and prefer those of
home?"

“1 like ter read all 'bout fightin' well

hurts whin they hits ye on ther head

ibut a few hours previously.

‘nough, but durm it, Cap, it kinder!a

paused, however, to visit the wounded
for a moment, spoke cheerily to my
own men, and then, opening the door
guletly, entered the room which 1 had
last left In possession of the guer
rillas; With the exception of broken
windows and bullet-scarred walls 11t
tle evidence remained of that contest
which had raged here with such fury
There
were numerous dark stalns upon the

| earpet, but much of the furniture had

been restored to place, while a eheer-
ful wood fire erzckled In the open
grate. Hefore It three men were ait-
ting smoking, while upon a small table
close at their elbows rested a flat bot-
tle, flanked by weveral glasses. A
single glance suMced to tell me they
were Federal cavalrymen, one belng
the red-faced lleutenant whom 1 had
already met.

“I am seeking the commander of
this detachment” | explalned, an
they glanced at me o surprise at my
entrance unkzpounced. "1 am Cap-
tain Wayne, in charge of the Confed-
erate troop which was engaged o de-
fense of thia house ™

A portly man with o strong face, and
wenring a closely clipped gray beard,
arose from a comfortible armchalr
and advanced with hand extended

“I am Captain Moorehouse, In com-
mand,” he answered, cordially, “and
am very glad to meet you, WIll you
not joln us? My second lleutenant,
who has poaitive genius In that line,
has unearthed a few bottles of rather
choice whisky which we will divide
most gladly*™

“T thank you," 1 replied, anxious to
meet him as pleasnntly as possible,
“but I am eager to gel AwWay upon my
duty as early as may be, and have
merely intruded upon you to explaln
my purpoge.”

“Nonsense,” he Insiated, “Duty
Is never quile so urgent as to requlre
a waste of good liguor, Capiain Wayns,
permit me to present my officers—
Lieutennants Warren and Starr, Sec
ond New Hampshire Cavalry.”

The constant haunting fear of the
Major's posaible entrance at any mo-
ment rendered me extremely uneasy,
and anxious to he away, Undoubtedly
this feeling exhibited itself In my man-
pner, for Captaln Moorehouse =sald
finally:

"1 reallze your natural anxiety to
be off, Captain Wayne, and while we
should be very glad to keep you with
us indefinitely, yet 1 trust you will
feel perfectly free In the matter.”

“1 thank you greatly,” 1 answered,
rislng us | spoke, "My duty Is of such

| Brand You Hoere and Noew as 8neak
and Llar; Now WIll You Fight™™

a nature, and has already been so
long neglected that I feel every mo-

| ment of unnecessary délay to be &

crime, I wish you s pleasant return
wlthlnyonrmllmu(mm

“It vos all done already; der horses |,

the plrce for bhargihins,
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nod I have a m_ m
long standing 1
sought him for months
he came last
before 1 even
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of the defense 1
meoting, If ws m suryl

he endeavors to sneak &
whipped eur. 1 uum
at his bhands, and If It I8 refused
shall denounce him In both armies.

My cheeks burned, bul befofe
could eottrol mnﬂt sufficlently for
answer, Moorehouse spoke.

“Bul, Brennan, ses here,” he
anxiously, “surely Ca Wayne
sorved you well. Is this trouble be-
iwaen you so serious that no amends
are poasible "

"None, short of a°personal
ing."

“Captain," and the perplexed fed-
eral commander turned toward me,
"have you any word of explauation in
this unfortunate affalr?"

“Very llttle” I snswered. *“I am
tot even aware that I have done In-
jury to Major Bremnan, purposely or
otherwise, He has not so much an
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cnuse of complaiat. However, | un
very little what #t may be. As he
has seen Ot

that ground alone; but after what we
have just passed through together, I
felt ready to blot out past dir-
ferences. Whatever they may have
been, they are met lable to occur
again, nor we to mest.”

“They have ocourred agaln since you
have been (n this house!™ Breanan
broka forth excltedly, “You are not &
coward, but [ brand you here and pow
as & sneak and liar! Now will you
fAght

We stood for a moment in uvtter sl
lence, aye Lo oye, and I knew there
was no help for it. These words, pub-
licly spoken, left me no choice.

“I mm wt your service, Major Bren-
nan” I returned sternly, "now or at
any time. Butl [ am unfortunate here
in having no officer of my army pres-
#nt, and hence cam nDameée no Meo-
ond.”

“Doubtiess one of these gentlemen
will consent to serve,” he sald, his
face brightening at my rejoinder,

Some one hantlly pushed & way to
the front, and Lieutenant Catpn, pale
but determined, stood at my shoulder.

“It will afford me pleasure to act
for Captain Wayne," he sald olearly,
“if he will accopt my services. More
over,” he added, with a significant
glance at Bronnan. 1 do this as &
friend, and with full confidencs that |
am upon the right side In the quar.
rel.”

For a moment no one spoke, Hren-
nan biting his mustache to keep back
the words he durst not utter. Then
Caton turned to me,

“If you will retire to the lbrary,
Wayne, 1 will arrange this matter with
whoaver may represent Major Brons
pan’

With a alight formal bow to those
present 1 quitted the room.

(Continued pext woek.)
SAVED FROM A COMSUMPTIVE'S
GRAVE,

Mr. John H. Pickleslmer, of Frank
lin Furonce Ohlo, says | am glad o
have the opportunity of speaking u
word in praise of the wonderful oon-
sumption cure “"BAMBER" and |
would be glad to see it published In
some of the leadlng news papers
that other poor unfortinate vietims
of lung trouble muay by reading be
convitced of {ts great heallng power
und begln ualng it before it oo
late, SBevernl years ago my wids had
a very bad lung trouble and chronlc
cough, she wis treated by the Dest
physiclans, und used varloug othor
remedles  without even temporarly
relief, after being advised to try
“HAMBER"” phe used a fow botl.lu

1 know "SAMBER" saved her life,
JOHN H. PICKLESIMER,
“"SAMBER"
taken in time, it oures coughs and
and wll kind of lung and throat
and poeumonin. Made of many of
the best known herbs, Manufacturod
and sold by S8am A. Berry, Loulsa,
Ky. 4t

OOME WITH YOUR FURS,

No. 1 Skunk $3.90 to $4.10. No. 1
Oposgum, H0c. No. 1 Mink $5.00.
No. 1 Red Fox $5.50.  All other
furs ot & high price. To get those
prices they have (o be In $25.00
bunches. Wa will give any shipper
60 per cent more than they can get
Wil give any trapper 30 lbs. of
cured meat for No, 1 Bkunk. The
reason we can do this iy we slaugh-
tered 2600 lbs of meat nnad“t’hh“h
. 0
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honored me with infermation as to his '

to denounce me be-|
fore oficers of my own corps, [ should |
be extremely glad to meet him upon |

of 1t and recelved a permanent cure,||

cures consumption If| )

colds, Bronchitls, Asthmn, Tonsilitis ||
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tests, so that overy child In the

wight compets.

During the mos* m

woather Shepherdaville

school ullr mlllll

chlldren begin to pour

rall, In buggies nd m in h
farm wagons and on wide

TEE" or “FRIBND o
SOHOOLS" No one
to talk about crops of

With a full brass Mﬂh
ville beading the column,
sters marched, danosd !
through the old town. It was & par
of exquisite beauty becauss ‘ 3
that beamed and sparkied !
faces; it was & parade of
tance bocause of the future
that was there. The long
broken here and there by l
decked wngon onfﬂaﬂu
Ing, gigpling, rosy faced

The contests at the falr growi
begun as soon an the parads ¢
These contests wers divided inte
sections, so that childrén nt u i
same uge might enter. |
spelling  matckion, amhmotlr mm

story telling matches, In progross sk . i

most continpously, There wers potabe
rices, foor races, three legged lim._
horse races, hitching up races, raoen

ench and every oue. Now and them
program  would be Interrupted by
marching column with ft= choor w i
The column would yell Itself

Y
and retire amid the nppinuss em S

troubles and prevents cousumption | i
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grand stand  Over Io the Mg
wan o splendid display of
good things'to cat and handiwork of mie
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Was the investiment n ]
might be answered by
swer to the question,
you think of it¥"
The old nn;s




